Response regarding liquid HLW stored at La Hague 6/5/2011
 
Information and non-verified data concerning fission products in liquid form stored at La Hague were communicated to various Norwegian media sources, by Mycle Schnedier of WISE Paris, an anti-nuclear organization. 

The objective of this memo is to clarify the information regarding the management of this waste stream. 

First, the quantity of fission products in liquid form temporarily stored at La Hague are communicated and authorized by the French Regulatory Authorities, “l'Autorité de Sûreté Nucléaire française (ASN)”.  

The condition of this storage thus meets the highest level of safety regulations.  

As a reminder, at La Hague, the treatment process separates the recyclable materials (uranium, plutonium) from the ultimate waste (the fission products).  


The fission products are “vitrified” with a robust boroslicate matrix, which is poured and stabilized into a stainless steel container, the “vitrified” universal canister, “UC-V” (see attachment).  

Before being “vitrified”, the fission products in liquid form are temporarily stored in cooled tanks.  This intermediate stock varies between 300 and 400 cubic meters, depending on the production schedule.  
There have not been significant variations in volume of this fission product waste stream, since the beginning of the vitrification plant in the 1990s.  

The stock of fission products in liquid form produced prior to the operations of the vitrification plant, has all been vitrified and conditioned into UC-V canisters.  

The existence of an intermediate stock is normal in the case of an industrial activity, in particular with the treatment and recycling process.  
---------

NB : Reminder that the 2001 report written by WISE Paris regarding the effluents from La Hague, which was then cited in the 2008 report, was rejected by the “Scientific and Technological Options Assessment Panel” of the European Parliament.  Here-below is the press release communicated by two members of the Committee: 
“The report concluding the excessive danger of the reprocessing sites, La Hague (France) and Sellafield (UK) does not reflect the opinion of the European Parliament, nor the opinion of the organization in charge of research (STOA), announced Gordon Adam (PSE), UK deputy.  
The report, signed by the WISE (World Information Service on Energy) organization, was communicated by certain elected ecologists, and estimated that the two sites presented risks equivalent, or even higher than the risks of Chrenobyl.  

‘It is clear that the WISE report is not object’, Gordon Adam underscored, regretting that ‘this study is being used by anti-nuclear organizations in their campaigns against industrial companies’.  

Highlighting that the report will be transmitted to the Commission of petitions of the Parliament with a mention that does not reflect the position of the Parliament, nor of STOA, Mr. Adam indicated that the work of the WISE experts “is not based on any scientific base”.  
Furthermore, the report was written before the September 11 attacks in the US, though the report was presented by anti-nuclear organizations as a warning against air attacks, which was not the objective of the request, highlighted a Parliament representative. 

This report, initially requested by the Petitions Commission of the Parliament and dedicated to the radioactive releases of these two sites, should have been examined by the STOA (Scientific and Technological Options Assessment program) before all communication.  

‘The fact that the report was published before validation, WISE did not respect the terms of the contract”, clarified the STOA, which therefore does not exclude a further possibility for legal action regarding this affair. “

